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1. Clajm .12 was rejected under 35 U.S.C §102 for lack of novelty as 

c- Jfiu <;.^ '■>■ TakaiEiii; 

2. Claim* .13. ajid 2i iliiuugh 23 w>-re J^d ...iJ., j: '.-■.b-C IjU^^ f^r 
obviouswws pretlicafed upou Tak;vishi in vie^v of ^Yaus al.; 

3. Claim 24 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 for obviousuess 
predicated upon TakaisLi in view of Wang et al. and tbe acknowledged prior art; 

4. Claim 15 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 for obviousness 
predicated upon Takaisbi in view of Gonzalez et al. 

Each of the above rejection is traversed. Indeed, each of the above rejections has 
been rendered moot by essentially placing claims 1 6 and 25. indicated allowable, in 
independent fomi, with remaining claims 15, 21 and 24 depending ultimately from claim 
16. Accordingly, v/ithdrawa! of the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §102 and 35 U.S.C. §103 
imposed in the February 23, 2003 Office Action is solicited. 

Summary 

Claims 1 6 and 25, indicated allowable, have been essentially placed in 
independent form with the remaining claims dependent therefrom. Apphcants, submit 
that all pending claims are in condition for immediate allowance. Favorable 
consideration is, tlierefoie, respectfully solicited. 
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To the extent necessar>', a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.VM. 1 .136 is 
)v . c ■ v Tna.'c. Plecisc d u-irge any shortage in fees due in connection with the fihng of tMs 
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excess fees to such deposit account. 



Respectfully submitted, 
MCDERMOrr, WILL & EMEKY 
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